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1.0 INTRODUCTION

The fiscal year (FY) 2010 — 2019 Transit Development Plan (TDP) Major Update is a
strategic development and operational guide for public transportation used by Miami-
Dade Transit (MDT) for the next 10 year planning horizon. The TDP includes an
update of existing services, demographic and travel characteristics overview, a
summary of local transit policies within the region, the development of proposed transit
enhancements, and the preparation of a ten-year implementation plan that provides
guidance for future MDT planning.

The State of Florida Public Transit Block Grant Program was enacted by the Florida
Legislature to provide a stable source of state funding for public transportation. The
Block Grant Program requires public transit service providers to develop and adopt a
TDP. TDP updates must be submitted to the Florida Department of Transportation
(FDOT) by September 1st of each year'. A major update is required every five years
and minor updates are required in interim years.

1.1 Florida Statutes (F.S.)

The preparation of a TDP for all transit systems is mandated by the Florida Statutes for
all systems that receive Block Grants from the State of Florida. This plan meets the
requirements for a TDP Major Update in accordance with Rule Chapter 14-73, Florida
Administrative Code (FAC).

Section 341.052

(1) There is created a public transit block grant program which shall be administered
by the department...Eligible providers must establish public transportation
development plans consistent, to the maximum extent feasible, with approved local
government comprehensive plans of the units of local government in which the
provider is located.

Section 341.072

(1) Where there is an approved local government comprehensive plan in the political
subdivision or political subdivisions in which the public transportation system is
located, each public transit provider shall establish public transportation
development plans consistent with approved local government comprehensive
plans.

1.2 Amended TDP Requirements

The TDP requirements were amended in February 2007 and this TDP meets the
requirements for a major TDP update in accordance with Rule Chapter 14-73, Florida
Administrative Code (FAC).

1 On June 3, 2009, FDOT approved MDT'’s request to submit the FY 2010 — 2019 Major Update subsequent to
the Board of County Commissioners” approval in November 2009.
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1.3 TDP Adoption Process

Following the completion of the TDP Major Update, per rule requirement, the TDP
must officially be adopted by the agency’s governing body. Customarily, County and
local commissioners adopt the TDPs of the transit agencies operating as a part of
those general purpose governments.

This TDP Major Update is scheduled to go before the Miami-Dade County Board of
County Commissioners on November 3, 2009 for adoption.
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OPERATING ENVIRONMENT

The purpose of this section is to provide an overview of the operating environment in
which MDT provides transit service. The primary areas of focus include analysis of
existing demographics, economic conditions, and land use patterns. These factors are
presented in an effort to create a description of Miami-Dade County and measure the
extent to which MDT service effectively meets the transportation needs of the county.

Service Area Description

According to the U.S. Census Bureau, Miami-Dade County encompasses a total area
of 2,431 square miles. Approximately 1,946 square miles (80%) of the County is land
and 485 square miles (20%) is comprised of water, most of which is Biscayne Bay and
another significant portion being the adjacent waters of the Atlantic Ocean. Miami-
Dade County borders two national parks. Biscayne National Park is located east of
the mainland, in Biscayne Bay, and the western third of Miami-Dade County lies within
Everglades National Park.

The Urban Area is approximately 420 square miles (excluding bay and ocean waters)
of which MDT’s service area covers approximately 342 square miles or 81.4 percent
(81.4%). Miami-Dade County as a whole is composed of 35 individual municipalities.

Biscayne Bay is separated from the Atlantic Ocean by the many barrier isles along the
coast, one of which is where well-known Miami Beach is located, home to South
Beach and the Art Deco district.

Land Use

The land use for Miami-Dade County is classified by ten (10) categories: Residential, Commercial
and Office, Industrial, Institutional, Parks/Recreation, Transportation/ Communication/Utilities,

Agriculture, Undeveloped, Inland Waters, and Coastal Waters (

Figure 2-1). Land uses comprising the largest proportion of Miami-Dade County are
parks and recreational, ocean water bays and oceans, and undeveloped uses (Table
2-1).

Future growth is governed by the Miami-Dade County Comprehensive Development
Master Plan (CDMP) which includes the previously adopted plans of the CDMP Land
Use Element and established land use and zoning patterns as well as the County’s
policy regarding future zoning and land use patterns. The CDMP controls growth so
that the expansion of the urban area occurs according to the following guidelines:

At arate commensurate with projected population and economic growth.

f In a contiguous pattern centered around a network of high-intensity urban
centers well connected by multimodal intra-urban transportation facilities.

f In locations which optimize efficiency in public service delivery and conservation
of valuable natural resources.
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Figure 2-1: Existing Land Use Map

Source: Miami-Dade County Department of Planning and Zoning, 2009
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